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the foremost surgeons of Europe. Despite his unfortunate ten-
dency towards controversy, he must be regarded as one of the
chief architects of surgery. He died in 1870 at his lovely house
of Millbank, now part of the Astley Ainslie Institution, where
his glass-houses and some of his fruit trees may still be seen,
although the house has been replaced by a modern structure.
The brilliant work of his famous son-in-law was just beginning
to yield the first results. " The passing of Syme," writes Mr.
Miles, " marked the close of a brilliant period in the history
of surgery ; the advent of Joseph Lister opened one still more
splendid." *
Three Great London Surgeons
Another Scottish surgeon may now be mentioned because his
work illustrates the trend of the surgery of the time towards
conservatism, and also because he forms a link between the
Edinburgh School and that of London. Sir WILLIAM FERGUSSON
(1808-77), born at Prestonpans and educated at Edinburgh,
was appointed Professor of Surgery at King's College Hospital
at the age of thirty-two, and became the most eminent surgeon
in London.2 As demonstrator to Dr. Knox, he had been an
enthusiastic anatomist. In 1839 he succeeded Liston as surgeon
to the Royal Infirmary, and in the following year he accepted
the Chair in London, which had been offered to him at the
suggestion of Sir Astley Cooper. Fergusson strongly supported
Syme in his advocacy of excision of joints as opposed to amputa-
tion. He would take endless trouble to save a limb, and deemed
it " a grand thing when even the tip of a thumb could be saved."
He originated an operation for hare-lip which met with great
success in his hands. Although he excelled in lithotomy, he pre-
ferred to crush the stone, devising his own lithotrite for the pur-
pose, and various other instruments which are still employed in
surgery. A tall handsome man, he was quiet and unassuming,
kindly, and generous. These qualities naturally increased his
popularity, while his skill and dexterity as an operator contributed
to his success in practice. He was appointed surgeon to the Queen
and to the Prince Consort, a baronetcy was conferred on him in
1866, and he became President of the Royal College of Surgeons
1 A. Miles, The Edinburgh School of Surgery before Lister) 1918, p. 211
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